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Whereas 30 percent of people in the United 

States suffering from hearing loss cite finan-
cial constraints as an impediment to hearing 
aid use; 

Whereas hearing loss is among the most 
common congenital birth defects; 

Whereas a delay in diagnosing the hearing 
loss of a newborn can affect the social, emo-
tional, and academic development of the 
child; 

Whereas the average age at which 
newborns with hearing loss are diagnosed is 
between the ages of 12 to 25 months; 

Whereas May 2004 is National Better Hear-
ing and Speech Month, providing Federal, 
State, and local governments, members of 
the private and nonprofit sectors, hearing 
and speech professionals, and all people in 
the United States an opportunity to focus on 
preventing, mitigating, and treating hearing 
impairments: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the goals and ideals of May 

2004 as National Better Hearing and Speech 
Month; 

(2) commends those States that have im-
plemented routine hearing screenings for 
every newborn before the newborn leaves the 
hospital; and 

(3) encourages all people in the United 
States to have their hearing checked regu-
larly. 

f 

DESIGNATING MAY 2004 AS OLDER 
AMERICANS MONTH 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Judiciary 
Committee be discharged from further 
action on S. Res. 353 and the Senate 
proceed to its immediate consider-
ation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will state the resolution by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 353) designating May 

2004 as ‘‘Older Americans Month.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table, and that any state-
ments relating to the resolution be 
printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 353) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 353 

Whereas today’s older Americans are living 
longer, healthier, and more productive lives 
than any other time in our history; 

Whereas older Americans exemplify the 
theme of ‘‘Aging Well, Living Well’’ by con-
tinuing to give their time to our commu-
nities, their knowledge to our children, their 
experience to our workplace, and their wis-
dom to all of us; 

Whereas there are now more than 50,000 
people in the United States 100 years old or 
older; 

Whereas more than 47 million Americans 
are now 60 years old or older; 

Whereas the opportunities and challenges 
that await our Nation require our Nation to 
continue to commit to the goal of improving 
the quality of life for all older Americans; 
and 

Whereas it is appropriate for our Nation to 
continue the tradition of designating the 
month of May as a time to celebrate the con-
tributions of older Americans and to rededi-
cate its effort to respect and better serve 
older Americans: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates May 2004 as ‘‘Older Ameri-

cans Month’’; and 
(2) commends the President on the 

issuance of his proclamation calling upon 
the people of the United States to observe 
such month with appropriate ceremonies and 
activities that publicly reaffirm our grati-
tude and respect for older Americans. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF MILDRED 
MCWILLIAMS JEFFREY 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 367, submitted earlier 
today by Senators STABENOW and 
LEVIN. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will state the resolution by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 367) honoring the life 

of Mildred McWilliams ‘‘Millie’’ Jeffrey 
(1910–2004) and her contributions to her com-
munity and to the United States. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, 
today I rise to honor the life of a very 
dear friend who passed away on March 
24 of this year. Millie Jeffrey is an icon 
in the State of Michigan and in our 
country for civil rights, women’s 
rights, and worker’s rights. Her life has 
epitomized the principles by which we 
all strive to live our lives—justice, 
equality, and compassion. 

Although small in stature, Millie has 
been a giant among all of us who have 
known her. Words cannot express the 
depth of affection and respect in which 
Millie is held, nor can words quantify 
the lives that she has touched. 

Mildred McWilliams Jeffrey, social 
justice activist, retired UAW Director 
of the Consumer Affairs Department 
and a Governor Emerita of Wayne 
State University, died peacefully sur-
rounded by her family early this morn-
ing in the Metro Detroit area. She was 
93. In 2000, President William Clinton 
awarded here the Medal of Freedom, 
the highest civilian award bestowed by 
the United States government. 

In seeking world peace by ensuring 
equality for all, Millie spent a lifetime 
working on labor, civil rights, edu-
cation, health care, youth employ-
ment, and recreation issues. She 
brought inspiration and humor to the 
many people she touched—and did so 
with optimism and undaunted spirit. 

Millie’s list of accomplishments and 
awards is long but what she is most re-
membered for is her zest for orga-
nizing. She mentored legions of women 
and men in the labor, civil rights, 
women’s rights, and peace movements. 
As President Clinton noted: ‘‘Her im-
pact will be felt for generations, and 
her example never forgotten.’’ 

Born in Alton, IA, on December 29, 
1910, Millie was the oldest of seven chil-

dren. She graduated from the Univer-
sity of Minnesota in 1932 with a bach-
elor’s degree in psychology and re-
ceived a master’s degree in social econ-
omy and social research in 1934 from 
Bryn Mawr College. In graduate school, 
she realized that to improve the lives 
of working women and men she would 
have to change the system. In the 
1930s, that meant joining the labor 
movement. 

Millie became an organizer for the 
Amalgamated Clothing Workers of 
America in Philadelphia and then Edu-
cational Director of the Pennsylvania 
Joint Board of Shirt Workers. In 1936, 
she married fellow Amalgamated orga-
nizer Homer Newman Jeffrey, and they 
traveled throughout the South and 
East organizing textile workers. Dur-
ing World War II, the Jeffreys worked 
in Washington, DC, as consultants to 
the War Labor Board, where they be-
came close friends with Walter, Victor, 
and Roy Reuther. 

Mildred and Newman Jeffrey moved 
to Detroit in 1944 when victor Reuther 
offered Millie a job as director of the 
newly formed UAW Women’s Bureau. 
Millie’s commitment to equal rights 
fueled here career at the UAW. She or-
ganized the first UAW women’s con-
ference in response to the massive 
postwar layoffs of women production 
workers replaced by returning vet-
erans. From 1949 until 1954, Millie ran 
the union’s radio station. She moved 
on to direct the Community Relations 
Departments. She was director of the 
Consumer Affairs Department from 
1968 until her retirement in 1976. 

Millie joined the NAACP in the 1940s 
and marched in the South with Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. in the 1960s. 
Former executive secretary of the De-
troit Branch of the NAACP, Arthur 
Johnson, said that ‘‘in the civil rights 
movement, she knew how to fight with-
out being disagreeable.’’ 

Mildred Jeffrey also was very active 
in the Democratic Party, preferring to 
work behind the scenes organizing, 
canvassing, consulting, and fund-
raising. She was the consummate 
strategist. Millie provided savvy advice 
to Democratic officeholders and presi-
dents from JFK to Bill Clinton. Sen-
ator EDWARD KENNEDY observed, 
‘‘whether it was a worker in a plant, or 
whether it was a Congressman or Sen-
ator or President, Millie inspired peo-
ple.’’ 

As a founding member and chair of 
the National Women’s Political Cau-
cus, Millie supported female candidates 
for public office. Twenty years ago she 
led the effort to nominate Geraldine 
Ferraro as Walter Mondale’s running 
mate. Most recently, Millie delighted 
in being represented by Michigan 
women she supported, Governor Jen-
nifer Granholm, and myself. Millie is 
the ‘‘political godmother’’ for many of 
us, and we are extremely grateful for 
her love and support. Millie was one of 
the most important mentors in my life 
and I will always be very, very grateful 
to her. 
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